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The phenomenon of globalization has highlighted
the fact that human communities € countries,
religious and cultural groups € are linked to each
other as never before in human history. These
links are on the level of economics, politics and
culture. The globalization links are not always for
the good of humanity but this is a reality we have
to live with.

What has happened so far in the globalization
movement makes us realize that in the end
human communities are indeed linked, and our
efforts to arrive at a good for humanity must be
the joint effort of all people of goodwill.

For the past 25 years Silsilah has pursued its
vision of dialogue. The very concept of dialogue
presupposes the presence of •another‚ with
whom we are in dialogue. Even dialogue with the
self can be considered as our busy, outer self in
dialogue with our quiet, inner self.

The Silsilah Dialogue Movement has focused its
efforts in promoting dialogue between •Muslims
and Christians and together with peoples of other
faiths‚ . Silsilah pursues dialogue as an end in
itself and it is pursued with vigor becausethe
Movement also believes, in the words of Bishop
Benny Tudtud, that •the fruit of dialogue is
peace‚.

We live in an age when the very notion of peace
is a novelty since it is such a rare commodity. No
continent in the planet today can be said to be free
of violence in any of its forms : violence generated
by strife between ethnic groups, between
countries, between genders; violence caused by
classstruggles; violence upon people arising from
natural calamities. When we see the violence in
our world it is enough to throw up our hands and
sit diminished in hope.But there is hope. As never
before in the last 200 years, in this decade we see
that believers in God and His Divine Goodness
have reached out to each other in their common
goal of dialogue and journeying together to achieve
a world of understanding and peace in union
with the Universal Good.

No month passesby without some groups or other
meeting in some place in the world, sharing ideas
and articulating theseideas for the millions of others
in the world.

In 2007we had the 138Muslim scholars coming up
with • A Common Word Between Us and You‚
articulating the call to •love God and love the
neighbor.‚ About a year later we had the manifesto
issued by the Vienna International Christian-Islamic
Round Table at its 5th plenary meeting, in which the
participants set down the conditions for attaining
peacein the world. We have the Madrid Declaration.
Theseare but three examples. If anything theseshow
that many people are journeying together in dialogue
and that the destination is peace.

This is the time for people of goodwill, of whatever
religious background, to link hands , hearts and
minds in the common effort to pursue dialogue and
its fruit which is peace.
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